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Student mobile phone policy  
“Off and away unless we say”  

1. Policy Statement 

Students cannot use mobile phones from the time they arrive at school to the conclusion of 
the school day, unless under the instruction of a teacher or staff member (off and away 
unless we say).  
 
This includes: 

• Before school and at break times 

• Listening accessories such as wireless/cable headphones and ear buds 
 
Smart watches must be in “aeroplane mode” or equivalent so phone messages cannot be 
sent or received during the school day. 
 
Benefits for students and staff: 

• Reduce the potential for distraction from learning 

• Protect the privacy of staff and students 

• Improve health and wellbeing of students 

• Reduce opportunities for cyber bullying during school hours. 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to all students at Yule Brook College. 

3. Exceptions 

A teacher may provide permission for students to use their mobile phone for a specified 
educational purpose. 
 
A student may use their mobile phone to monitor a health condition or situation as part of a 
school approved and documented health care plan. 

4. Communication with parents 

All communication between parents and students, during school hours, should occur via the 
school office or teaching staff. 

5. Assisting students with meeting these requirements 

Students will be expected to keep their mobile phone in their school bag throughout the day. 
Any student needing to have their mobile phone looked after during the day will be able to 
leave it with the school office or a team leader. 
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6. Process and consequences 

a. First instance: staff member reminds students of the “Off and away unless we say”. 
Phone is put away. 

b. Second instance: the phone is handed to the teacher by the student to be looked 
after for the remainder of the lesson. 

c. If the student refuses to put phone away or hand it over on request, the Team Leader 
will be called and will collect the phone for the remainder of the day. 

d. If the Team Leader collects the phone for the day on a second occasion, then a 
parent/carer is contacted to collect the phone at the end of the day. 

e. If the Team Leader collects the phone for the day on a third occasion, a case 
conference with the student/parent/Advisor/Team Leader will occur. 

7. Compliance 

This policy is compliant with the requirements of the Education Department’s Student Mobile 
Phones in Public Schools policy, commencing Term 1 2020.  

8. Related documents 

• Student mobile phones in public schools policy 

9. Responsible staff member 

Policy Manager Principal, Stephen Jones 

Responsible Staff Teaching Staff 
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